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OFFICIALS: 

· Should be current members and certified by the IWFFA.

· The IWFFA requires 3 officials per game. Their positions are: Referee, Line Judge , Back Judge.  

· The referee has authority to rule promptly, and in the spirit of good sportship, on any 

· situation not specifically covered in the rules. 

· The Referee’s decision are final in all matters pertaining to the game. 

· Have authority to: take action / control, by penalizing any team for unruly behavior of team 
· members, their fans, spectators that are deemed unsportlike on or off the field during competition.
CAPTAINS:

· Each offense, defense, kicking and receiving teams shall designate a field captain who is the only player

       allowed to speak to the officials (exception will be declaring “time-out” – any player can ask for time). 

· During penalties, Referee will address captain to accept penalty or decline. 

· Arm bands or some other article will be used to designate  captain for each team. Color of arm band shall oppose color team shirt.

Penalty: loss of yardage, loss of down (combination of both), player ejection, forfeit of game or Official’s warning  may be applied to infraction of a rule.

Official will offer Captain of offended team, choice to accept penalty or decline.

Once a decision has been declared, in order to change the team’s choice, a time out must first be declared. 

PLAYERS ON FIELD:  Teams must have 8 Players on field to begin game: 

Offensive Team: Quarterback, Two Receivers, Two Running Backs, Two Guards, Center

Defensive Team: Defensive Line (Primary), Line Backers (Secondary), Safeties 

If more than 8 players on field: 

Penalty: Team offended has choice - 5 yard loss from line of scrimmage, repeat the down / or to decline penalty and take end result of the play.

If  during game, team has less than 8 players (ex: injury) and at least 7, they have option to continue with game or forfeit.

Continue with Game - Result of game will be official.  

If team decides to forfeit game -  If opposing team was winning, game- score stands.  Otherwise score will be 8 - 0.

Injured Player – A player who is bleeding, has an open wound will be considered an injured player, who must go off the field  and not allowed back onto field until bleeding has stopped and wound is covered. There is no penalty for injured player to come off the field unless it is an injury on offensive team during last two minutes of game. Read rule enforcement under Two Minute Warning. 

TEAM BOX: Players must stand between the 20-yd lines. Teams must use opposite sidelines. 

Penalty - First offense -  team will receive verbal warning from official

Penalty - Second offense and those after: Bench Penalty - 5 yd penalty will be assessed from line of scrimmage.

SUBSTITUTIONS: Teams are allowed as many substitutions as they want during game, and during  dead ball interval.  Once a player walks onto field, communicates with players for purpose of team play (at discretion of official) , they must stay on field for at least one play.  

Player coming off the field, to the side-lines, must stay out for one play. 

Penalty: Illegal Substitution – 5 yard and replay down.

GAME TIME / CLOCK  Two 25-minute halves.  /  Half Time 5 minutes. 

During game, clock will run continuous and  stop for: Officials time out / Team time –outs / Injuries / Media time - outs.             (exception will be the two minute warning in 2nd half – read in rules on two minute warning )

TIME-OUTS: 
Each time out will be 30 seconds (they cannot be shorter) 

Any player or coach may call time out and Refs must acknowledge the time out. 

Each team is allowed four (4)  time-outs during  game - total. Teams may use time-outs at any time during game (all in one half or spread out) . One additional time-out added for overtime period for the entire over time period. 

Penalty: Team declaring time out, when they have none left, will get 5 yard penalty for delay of game (and not get the time out). The clock will start once penalty yardage has been assessed. each team may come onto field. 
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